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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

THE ARTSFUND AND
THE UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF SANTA BARBARA PRESENT
HEADY STUFF: COMPOS TIONSBY STEPHEN WILCOX
2008 |AA WINNER IN Musc COMPOSTION
Friday, N ovember 20, 2009 B7:30 p.m.
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N ovember 7, 2009 © Stephen Wilcox, recipient of The Arts Fund® 2008 I ndividua Artist
Award (IAA) in Music Composition, will premier anew work for piano and introduce other
compositionsin aprogram of chamber music and conversation entitled, H eady Stuff: Compositions by
Stephen Wiloox at The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara on Friday, N ovember 20th, 2009. The
performance will take place & 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary and will be followed by areception for the
artigt a 8:30in the Parish Hall. The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbaraislocated a 1523 Santa
Barbara Sreet, SantaBarbara, CA 93101. Suggested donation is $15 for generd and $10 for seniors.
Tickets available & the door.

In thisfirgt public performance of hiswork in Santa Barbara, Wilcox will introduce a series of
origind compositions, including the premier anew work for piano, Sduted theEarl of Sesfath, crested



especidly for this concert and performed by pianist Joseph Bognar. The concert will aso include four
songs composed to accompany texts by Li YY, Liu K@ Chuang, and Li Po. These pieces will be
introduced by Dr. Robert Egan, professor of East Asian languages and culturd studies at UCSB and
preeminent scholar of Chinese literati poets, and will be performed by noted Santa Barbara soprano,
Deborah Bertling, with piano accompaniment by John Ballerino. The performance will be followed
by areception for the artist in the Parish Hall.

Stephen Wilcox received aBachelors of Music in instrumentd performance and music theory
from West Chester University, aMastersin Music in composition at the University of Illinois & Urbana-
Champaign, and a Ph.D in Compostion a the University of Pennsylvania He has additiondly studied
with James Primosch, Jay Reise, AnnaWeesner, and Erik Lund. Most recently, his dissertation was
performed by Osmo Vanaska and the Minnesota Orchestraas part of the 2007 Minnesota Orchestra
Composer@lnstitute. Mr. Wilcox isaBMI award winner and Macdowell Fellow, and has received
awvards from NACUSA, New Music Delaware, GFriends and Enemies of New Music,Othe Virginia
Center for the Creative Arts, and the Prism Saxophone quartet.

Dr. Joseph Bognar is Associate Professor of Music & Vaparaso University where he teaches
piano, harpsichord, and music theory. Dr. Bognar completed undergraduate studies in piano and organ
a Vdparaso University and studied piano with internationaly renowned accompanist, John Wustman,
at the Univergty of Illinois a Urbana-Champaign. He has served on the faculties of the Maud Powell
Music Fegtivd, Lutheran Summer Music, and the Samford Internationa Music Festiva. Dr. Bognar
performsin dozens of recitas each year on piano, harpsichord, and organ. Asaproponent of
contemporary music, he has premiered piano solo works of composer Siephen Wilcox throughout the
US and has recorded Wilcox®@work for the Capstone record labdl.

Deborah Bertling received her bachelor®degree in voice performance from Bob Jones
University. She has been singing with Opera Santa Barbarafor over adecade and dso sings with Pecific
Repertory Operain San Luis Obigpo. Deborah is dso astage actress and has performed with the Santa
Barbara City College Thester Group, Circle Bar B Theater, and Santa Barbara Theater. Sheisthe
president of Performing Arts Scholarship Foundation, Secretary of Community Arts Music Association®
Board of Directors.

The Arts Fund®| ndividua Artist Award program isan annua juried competition that identifies
and rewards artistic excellence in Santa Barbara County. Now in its 21t year, this celebrated program
has awarded over $160,000 in cash prizes and showcased the work of 129 locd artistsin the visud,
performing, and literary arts. The | AA directly assists both emerging and mid-career artists by giving

them the financid resourcesto take their work in anew direction and by providing them with aloca



venue to showcase their work. Funded entirely through private donations, the |AA is an important
component in sugtaining the artistic vitality of our community.
Heady Stuff ispart of The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara®concert series program. For

more information, please visit www.ussb.org.

Organization Background:

The Arts Fund (www.artsfundsh.org) was established in 1983 with amission to creste, fund and administer
programs and projects that foster the arts for the people of Santa Barbara County, to act as a catdyst maximizing the
effectiveness of arts resources, and to nurture collaborative relationships amongst arts organizations.

The Arts Fund is best known as the sponsor of the annual I ndividual Artist Awards (1AA), ajuried competition
open to locd artigts, and the Teen Arts Mentorship Program, which, for over adecade, has paired promising young
artigs with professional master artists in aworkshop setting. In 2001, The Arts Fund opened its own gallery, located at
the corner of Yanonali and Santa Barbara Sreets. Gallery sdes and private donations are an important and essential
source of funding for the organization so please visit www.artsfundsb.org to learn more about supporting the artsin
SantaBarbara. The Arts Fund gallery is open Tuesday B Saturday from 1-5 pm or by gppointment.



